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Application/Control Number: 10/774,170 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3753 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claim 37 
to an invention non-elected with traverse in the reply filed on 27 October 2004. 
Applicant is given ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the date of this letter, whichever 
is longer, to cancel the noted claims or take other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144). 
Failure to take action during this period will be treated as authorization to cancel the 
noted claims by Examiner's Amendment and pass the case to issue. Extensions of time 
under 37 CFR 1.136(a) will not be permitted since this application will be passed to 
issue. 

The prosecution of this case is closed except for consideration of the above 
matter. 

2. Counsel for the applicant telephoned the examiner on 02 February 2005, and 
requested clarification of the rejection mailed on 1 1 January 2005. In response the 
request for clarification, the rejection is hereby withdrawn. The cited references to 
Papacek and Blake do not disclose the frangibility as claimed in the allowed 
independent claims. Furthermore, Papacek does not even disclose a hydrant intended 
for use in fighting fires. 

3. Claims 1-36 are allowed. 

4. Claim 37 is withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b), 
as being drawn to a nonelected invention. Applicant timely traversed the restriction 
(election) requirement in the reply filed on 27 October 2004. 

5. Note the attached Notice of References Cited, PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald A. Michalsky whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4917. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30 AM - 2 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Mancene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4930. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gerald A. Michalsky 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 



